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ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS
REGULAR VILLAGE COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Founders Park Community Center
87000 Overseas Hwy

Islamorada, FL 33036
Thursday, May 4, 2017

5:30 PM

I. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL

Mayor Jim Mooney called the meeting to order at 5:32 PM. The following Councilmembers were present
on roll call: Mayor Jim Mooney, Vice Mayor Chris Sante, Councilman Mike Forster, Councilwoman Deb
Gillis and Councilwoman Cheryl Meads. Also in attendance were Village Manager Seth Lawless, Village
Attorney Roget Bryan, Village Clerk Kelly Toth and all other relevant personnel.

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Larry Barr led the Pledge of Allegiance.

III. PRESENTATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

A. Proclamation: Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month

Vice Mayor Chris Sante presented the proclamation proclaiming May as Motor Cycle Safety Awareness
month to American Bikers Aimed Toward Education (ABATE) Southernmost Chapter Safety Director
Rupert Staudner. Mr. Staudner thanked the Village and explained the importance of motorcycle safety and
education.

B. Proclamation: Hurricane Preparedness Week

Mayor Jim Mooney presented Fire Chief Terry Abel with a proclamation proclaiming May 7-13, 2017 as
Hurricane Preparedness Week.

C. Proclamation: Emergency Medical Services Week

Mayor Jim Mooney presented Fire Chief Terry Abel, Paramedic/Firefighter Carlos Moreton,
Paramedic/Firefighter Danny Self and Paramedic/Firefighter Dusty Rivers with a proclamation proclaiming
May 21-27, 2017 as Emergency Medical Services Week.

D. Acknowledgement of Michael Bier’s Service on the Historic Preservation Commission – Councilwoman
Meads

Councilwoman Cheryl Meads acknowledged Michael Bier for his service on the Historic Preservation
Commission from 2009 to 2017.

Councilwoman Meads appointed Brad Bertelli to the Historic Preservation Commission.
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E. Introduction of the Village’s New Building Official Sheila Denoncourt – Seth Lawless

Village Manager Seth Lawless introduced the Village’s new Building Official Sheila Denoncourt and
provided a summary of her education and work experience.

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT

Mayor Jim Mooney opened public comment at 5:44 p.m.
Beth Kamenstein, member of Art in Public Places, reported that several sculptures were being donated and
transported to the Keys in the hopes of establishing a “sculpture trail” along the US-1 Highway. She
expressed hope that the Village would take possession of a couple of the sculptures and stated the only
requirement would be that the sculptures be positioned so that they were visible from the US-1 Highway.
Ms. Kamenstein stated the sculptures would arrive in the Florida Keys on May 22, 2017. She explained
that the transport and installation of the sculptures was free to the recipient and that the only costs were
those associated with creating the foundation that would support the sculpture and that the estimated
foundation cost was between $1,000 and $5,000. Ms. Kamenstein provided additional information
pertaining to some of the individual sculptures as well as ideas for their location and urged the Council to
take receipt of some of the sculptures.

Councilwoman Cheryl Meads spoke in support of the Village taking receipt of the sculptures. She stated
children could interact with the sculptures, specifically the pyramid. Councilwoman Meads offered to pay
for the costs associated with the installation if the Council decided to take receipt of the sculptures. Council
discussion ensued regarding the relevance of the sculptures to Islamorada, the size of the sculptures, and
possible locations. The majority of Council expressed that they were in support of receiving the sculptures
and directed the Village Manager to work with Ms. Kamenstein regarding the details.

Van Cadenhead commended the Council regarding consideration of the proposed Lien Amnesty Program.
He suggested the Council take public input regarding whether the Village should take receipt of the
sculptures.

Captain Ed Davidson addressed the Council regarding agenda item tab five. His comments pertained to lots
that should be labeled as conservation; flaws in the Code; and how the value of property is assessed.
Councilman Mike Forster explained that the tab five agenda item originally came up approximately ten
years ago and the two lots that initially led to the proposed change were “as like” lots.

Jill Zima Borski stated December 31, 2017 would be the Village’s 20-year anniversary and suggested the
Council allocate funds and host a community event to celebrate the anniversary.

Denise Downing addressed the Council regarding the need for a Senior Center in the Keys, as the existing
center would be demolished in 2018. She stated she was a member of a visionary group whose goal was to
pursue the establishment of a new center. Ms. Downing requested those wishing to provide public input or
volunteer contact her at ddmermaid22@bellsouth.net or text her at 305-619-0534.

Jill Miranda Baker thanked Councilwoman Meads for appointing Brad Bertelli to the Historic Preservation
Commission. She suggested the Council consider a joint agreement regarding the Hurricane Monument that
would encourage people visiting the monument to visit the Florida Keys History and Discovery Center
(FKHDC) for additional historical information about the hurricane; and the FKHDC would direct visitors
at their facility to the monument.

Larry Barr expressed concern regarding the installation of the proposed art due to the amount of traffic the
Village experiences.
Mayor Jim Mooney closed public comment.
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V. AGENDA: Request for Deletion / Emergency Additions

 Vice Mayor Sante added item XII. C -Discussion regarding the Florida Keys History and Discovery
Center letter of credit

 Vice Mayor Sante added item XII. D- Update from the Village Manager regarding smells associated
with the wastewater pumping stations

 Village Attorney Roget Bryan added item X. C (Tab X) A Resolution authorizing consent to an
assignment of the DBO agreement

 Village Attorney Roget Bryan added item XIII. B. Legislative Update
 Mayor Mooney requested XII. A. -Discussion Regarding Consideration of Traffic Calming Devices at

the Intersection of Gulfview Dr. and El Capitan Drive be moved to follow V. Agenda: Request for
Deletion/Emergency Additions

 Mayor Mooney requested X. A -Resolution Requesting the U.S. Coast Guard Take Necessary
Actions to Reduce the Frequency of Snake Creek Bridge Openings to Once Every Three Hours be
moved to follow the discussion regarding traffic calming devices

VI. CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COMMITTEE UPDATES

A. Historic Preservation Commission Update- Chair Barbara Edgar TAB 1

This item was heard at 7:30 p.m.
Barbara Edgar, Chair of the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC), reported the committee agreed that
the only change that should be made to the Hurricane Monument should be to the map between the existing
story boards. She stated the committee received a quote for the suggested change from Interpretive
Graphics, who made the existing story board. Ms. Edgar stated the quote was $4,000 and provided the
details of the quote. She reported the HPC was waiting for a survey document before they could move
forward with the designation of the Green Turtle Hammock property.

VII. CONSENT AGENDA

(All items on the Consent Agenda are considered routine by the Village Council and will be approved by one motion.
There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests, in which event, the item
will be moved to the Main Agenda.)

A. Resolution Adopting the Program for Public Information (PPI) for Community Rating TAB 2
System (CRS)

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF
ISLANDS, FLORIDA, ADOPTING THE “MONROE COUNTY MULTI-
JURISDICTIONAL PROGRAM FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION” (PPI) IN
CONTINUANCE OF THE VILLAGES’S EFFORTS TO FURTHER REDUCE FLOOD
INSURANCE RATES COMMUNITYWIDE VIA THE COMMUNITY RATING
SYSTEM (CRS); AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Councilwoman Deb Gillis made a motion to approve Tab 2. Vice Mayor Chris Sante seconded the motion.
Council voted and the motion passed 5-0.

B. Resolution Authorizing the Implementation of a Code Compliance Lien Amnesty Program TAB 3

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF
ISLANDS, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A CODE
COMPLIANCE LIEN AMNESTY PROGRAM TO ENCOURAGE CENTRAL
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WASTEWATER CONNECTION AND COMPLIANCE WITH THE VILLAGE CODE
OF ORDINANCES; AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO TAKE ALL
NECESSARY AND EXPEDIENT ACTION; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE
DATE

Councilwoman Deb Gillis pulled Tab 3 from the consent agenda for discussion.
Village Attorney Roget Bryan read the title of the resolution and explained how the lien amnesty program
would work and that if approved, the program would begin June 1, 2017. Council discussion ensued
regarding the need to notify individuals of the program in simple, plain language.

Mayor Jim Mooney opened public comment.
Larry Barr stated “F” and “G” of the resolution appeared to be contradictory. Village Attorney Roget Bryan
provided clarification regarding the two sections.

Vice Mayor Chris Sante made a motion to approve. Councilwoman Deb Gillis seconded the motion.
Council voted and the motion passed 5-0.

VIII. QUASI-JUDICIAL

The Quasi-judicial portion of the agenda began at 7:42 PM.

Village Attorney Roget Bryan read the quasi-judicial statement and requested that anyone not having been
sworn in raise their hand. Village Clerk Kelly Toth swore in the witnesses.

A. Administrative Appeal (AA-16-04) by Island Construction Management, Inc. on Behalf of TAB 4
Stacey Telenzak, Relating to a Denial of an “After the Fact” Building Permit Application for
An Elevated Walkway and Chickee Hut

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF
ISLANDS, FLORIDA, CONSIDERING ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL NO. AA 16-04
FILED BY ISLAND CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT, INC. ON BEHALF OF
STACEY TELENZAK RELATING TO AN ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION AND
INTERPRETATION BY THE DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
SERVICES FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 84961 OLD HIGHWAY, UNIT 27,
ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS, FLORIDA, AS LEGALLY DESCRIBED IN
EXHIBIT “A”; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

Village Attorney Roget Bryan read the title of the resolution asked the Council to disclose ex parte
communications. Vice Mayor Chris Sante disclosed he had spoken with Lorie LaLonde and Russ Yagel.
Mayor Jim Mooney disclosed he had spoken with Don Horton and Lorie Lalonde. Cheryl Meads stated that
she did not have ex parte communications. Councilman Mike Forster disclosed that he had spoken with
Leslie Rhyne, Stacey Telenzak, Russ Yagel, Lorie LaLonde and Don Horton. Councilwoman Deb Gillis
stated she had spoken with Don Horton and Leslie Rhyne. Director of Planning Cheryl Cioffari presented
the staff report.

Mayor Jim Mooney invited the applicant to speak.
Don Horton, Agent for the Applicant, provided a history of the events that led to the administrative appeal.
He explained why the applicant was not able to provide “sealed” drawings of the new mobile home; and
the problems associated with trying to meet the required setbacks when the mobile home condominium
association was not recognized by the Village. Mr. Horton explained the steps the applicant had taken in an
attempt to meet the Village’s requirements.

Leslie Rhyne, Attorney for the Applicant, distributed two photos to Council and stated the applicant had
agreed to reduce the size of the Chickee Hut on the water and to remove the 300-square foot side Chickee
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Hut. She provided a brief history of the events that led to the administrative appeal. Ms. Rhyne stated the
applicant was requesting approval of the after-the-fact permit with the revised site plan that showed a
decrease of the nonconformity of three feet of the neighboring property line. She stated the entire mobile
home park had a history of nonconformance and requested Council’s approval of the appeal.

Director of Planning Cheryl Cioffari confirmed that the Village did not acknowledge the Windley Key
Mobile Home Park Condominium Association and provided a brief explanation. She clarified that the
appeal before the Council pertained to the original building permit. Ms. Cioffari stated the revised permit,
that had been denied, had not been appealed by the applicant. She provided options, such as a variance
request, that would have negated the need for the hearing.

Ms. Rhyne stated she was of the impression that the applicant was operating from the direction provided at
the previous Council meeting. She explained the great difficulty associated with a variance request for the
entire side property line of the entire mobile home park. She expressed concern that the applicant was being
singled out.

Vice Mayor Chris Sante inquired about the communications pertaining to the requirement to provide sealed
drawings of the mobile home park model. Ms. Cioffari explained the communications between staff and
Mr. Horton and cited the section of the Code that required sealed drawings for after-the-fact permits. She
stated she had discussed the issue with the Building official and understood that mobile homes were rated
and that that was not an issue.

Village Attorney Roget Bryan affirmed that the item being considered by Council was the original permit
that had been appealed. He explained that the continuance granted by the Council on September 22, 2016
allowed for the applicant to submit a “materially different change” to the denied permit. Mr. Bryan
explained that had the submitted changes been approved, the appeal would have conceivably been
withdrawn. He stated an additional building permit had been denied. Mr. Bryan provided the standard of
review that Council would apply to the item being considered.

Mayor Mooney invited the attorney for the opposition to speak.
Russ Yagel, Attorney for Anglers Reef, stated there was ample evidence that there was noncompliant,
illegal construction. He commented regarding the lack of code enforcement and fines dating back to 2014
when the issue was discovered; the standard to be applied by Council; the fairness of Council thus far; and
requested the Council affirm the decision of staff.

Mayor Mooney invited those in favor to speak.
Liz Kuenzle commented regarding the challenges faced in purchasing the Windley Key Mobile Home Park
(WKMHP) land; the numerous Chickee Huts that existed in WKMHP; and that the WKMHP would be
addressing the variance for the entire park.

Ed Clement commented regarding the vacation rentals in Angler’s Reef and the views that were enjoyed
by the renters. He asserted that the main issue of the opposition were the views from Angler’s Reef.

Kristin Kuenzle stated the Telenzak lot was 22-feet wide and that the construction changes that had occurred
were for the safety of her son. She commented that the previous mobile home leaned against the Anglers
Reef fence; that prior to construction, there was an existing deck up to the mobile home that was not to
flood code; that after construction, the mobile home was no longer on the fence and the property looked
better and was safer; and that there were other non-conforming structures within the mobile home park.

Lorie LaLonde commented regarding the nonconformity within Windley Key Mobile Home Park; the
improvements made by Mr. Telenzak; and expressed hope that a compromise could be reached.
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Carl Fernstrom commented regarding the improvements made by Mr. Telenzak and expressed concern that
Angler’s Reef would continue to go lot by lot in an attempt to have the entire trailer park clear out. He
stated he thought affordable housing was at risk in the Keys and spoke in support of less regulation.

Mayor Jim Mooney opened public comment to those opposed.
Steve Sepanak, President of Angler’s Reef Homeowner’s Association (ARHOA), commented regarding
the applicant not having acquired a building permit prior to construction; whether the original Chickee Hut
was legal, as no permit had been produced; and urged the Council to deny the appeal. Councilman Mike
Forster asked Mr. Sepanak to identify his hardship as it pertained to the matter. Mr. Sepanak stated the
Chickee Hut was partially on Angler’s Reef property and it impacted the privacy of Angler’s Reef property
owners; and he expressed concern that the Chickee Hut was a fire hazard.

Chris Buckley, Angler’s Reef property owner and past President of ARHOA, stated there was no interest
in Angler’s Reef taking over the mobile home park; and that the staff’s recommendation should be accepted
by the Council.

Van Cadenhead commented regarding the increase in size of the mobile home footprint from 360 square
feet to 510 square feet; actions that he thought should have been taken by the code enforcement department;
and the potential fire hazards presented by the Chickee Hut and boat fuel tanks.

Council discussion ensued regarding a mechanism that would allow the property owner to use his property;
the requirement to acquire a building permit; code enforcement action; the process the applicant would
follow if the appeal were denied; the legal provisions in place for the reestablishment of a mobile home;
the planning review process as it pertained to accessory structures; the code enforcement process that would
follow Council’s decision; examples of what constitutes a “materially different change” and that a new
application could be submitted immediately.

Councilwoman Cheryl Meads made a motion to deny the administrative appeal. Councilman Mike Forster
seconded the motion. Council voted and the motion passed 5-0.

IX. ORDINANCES

A. First Reading: Text Amendment to the Land Development Regulations Regarding the Exchange TAB 5
Of Lots or Parcels that have been Donated to the Village Through BPAS

AN ORDINANCE OF ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS, FLORIDA,
AMENDING CHAPTER 30 “LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS,” ARTICLE
IV “ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES,” DIVISION 11 “BUILDING PERMIT
ALLOCATION SYSTEM,” SECTION 30-474 “BUILDING PERMIT ALLOCATION”
OF THE VILLAGE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO AMEND PROVISIONS RELATED
TO THE DEDICATION OF LAND TO THE VILLAGE; ESTABLISHING SECTION
30-478 “EXCHANGE OF VILLAGE OWNED LOTS OR PARCELS RECEIVED
THROUGH BPAS LAND DEDICATION” OF THE VILLAGE CODE OF
ORDINANCES TO ALLOW FOR THE EXCHANGE OF PARCELS BETWEEN THE
VILLAGE AND A PRIVATE PARTY; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL
CODE PROVISIONS AND ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT WITH THE
PROVISIONS OF THIS ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY;
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE; PROVIDING FOR THE
TRANSMITTAL OF THIS ORDINANCE TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE
UPON THE APPROVAL OF THIS ORDINANCE BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT
OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
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This item was heard at 9:14 p.m.
Village Attorney Roget Bryan read the title of the ordinance. Director of Planning Cheryl Cioffari presented
the staff report and identified changes that were made after the item was tabled at the November 3, 2016
Council meeting.

Council discussion ensued regarding the variations in assessed values of vacant lots; considering the
condition of the habitat on the vacant parcel when determining the value; the change to the code being
driven by one individual, Victor West, that desired to swap a higher value lot with the Village in exchange
for a lot next to his property; the fact that there were more buildable lots than there were BPAS permits; the
types of structures that could be built on a lot if a swap occurred; the lot the Village would obtain in
exchange would receive a conservation easement and would be stripped of all development rights; the
proposed change would decrease the number of available lots eligible for a BPAS building permit; the
allowable types of construction applicable to the specific lot that led to the proposed change; representations
made by realtors to home buyers regarding conservation lots and changing the rules after the fact; in 2006
the Code was amended to allow property owners to donate parcels to the Village as conservation or for
affordable housing; and the idea of selling the property outright, with bids, was not allowable.

Mayor Jim Mooney opened public comment.
Van Cadenhead commented in opposition to the proposed changes.
Mayor Jim Mooney closed public comment.

Councilwoman Cheryl Meads made a motion to deny the proposed ordinance. Mayor Jim Mooney seconded
the motion. Council voted and the motion passed 3-2 with Vice Mayor Chris Sante and Councilwoman Deb
Gillis voting in opposition.

Director of Planning Cheryl Cioffari requested direction regarding amending the ordinance specifically the
zoning and FLUM category items highlighted in green and yellow in the staff report. Council gave direction
to designate the highlighted parcels as conservation to include grants of conservation easements on each
parcel.

X. RESOLUTIONS

A. Resolution Requesting the U.S. Coast Guard Take Necessary Actions to Reduce the Frequency TAB 6
of Snake Creek Bridge Openings to Once Every Three Hours

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF
ISLANDS, FLORIDA, REQUESTING THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
MODIFY THE OPERATING SCHEDULE THAT GOVERNS THE SNAKE CREEK
BRIDGE ACROSS SNAKE CREEK WITHIN ISLAMORADA, FLORIDA TO
REDUCE THE FREQUENCY OF OPENINGS; PROVIDING FOR TRANSMITTAL;
AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

This item was heard at 6:38 p.m.
Village Attorney Roget Bryan read the title of the resolution. Village Manager Seth Lawless presented the
staff report.

Mayor Jim Mooney opened public comment.
Diane Ziomek commented regarding the success the Tourist Development Council (TDC) had in promoting
the Florida Keys; the proposed adjustment to the schedule would be for the convenience of visitors; and
that further limitations on the bridge openings would punish boat owners with the restrictions.

Joe Ziomek commented regarding the issue of traffic being directly related to advertising by the Tourist
Development Council; and that Long Island, New York had experienced a similar problem.
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Van Cadenhead spoke against changing the current bridge opening schedule to three-hour openings and
suggested changing the schedule to open every two hours.

John Brownlee spoke in opposition to the proposed changes to the bridge opening schedule and the
problems the changes would create.

Angel Borden spoke in opposition to the proposed changes and how the changes would negatively affect
commercial fisherman.

Captain Rob Dixon spoke in opposition to the proposed changes and provided the number of bridge
openings that occurred in March 2017.

Captain Rick Kilgore spoke in opposition to the proposed changes. He expressed concern regarding the
number of boats that would back up waiting for the bridge to open, which would have a direct impact on
vehicular traffic. Captain Kilgore expressed concern that the change would negatively impact the home
values in Venetian Shores. Councilwoman Meads asked Captain Kilgore how long it would take a boater
to go to the next crossing. Mr. Kilgore replied 45 minutes; but that due to the tides that was not always
possible.

Cheryl Culberson spoke in opposition to the proposed changes. She commented regarding the lengthy
amount of time it takes for a sailboat to cross; the negative impacts the proposed change would have on
Venetian Shores property values; and other factors that contributed to the excessive traffic.

Larry Barr spoke in opposition to the proposed changes and suggested Council not make any changes.

Dave Purdo spoke regarding Islamorada being a tourist-based economy and in opposition to the proposed
changes.

Dean Eakin read the Village’s mission statement and stated the changes would not fix the traffic problems.

Mayor Jim Mooney closed public comment.

Councilman Mike Forster provided a brief report regarding a meeting he attended that included the Florida
Department of Transportation (FDOT) District Six Secretary and municipal officials throughout Monroe
County in which ideas were discussed to keep traffic flowing on the US-1 Highway. He stated one of the
ideas was to move the Islamorada weigh station to Key Largo. Councilman Forster stated overall funding
for Tourist Development Council (TDC) advertising had decreased as a result of a recent decision to keep
Brick & Mortar money in the Brick and Mortar fund as opposed to rolling over the left-over funds into
advertising. Council discussion ensued regarding: changing the bridge openings to every two hours;
obtaining the data regarding the actual frequency of bridge openings; the possibility of boats backing up as
a result of the proposed three-hour change; and the need for boats to lower their antennas.

Councilwoman Cheryl Meads made a motion to reject the resolution as written. Councilman Mike Forster
seconded the motion. Council voted and the motion passed 3-2 with Vice Mayor Chris Sante and
Councilwoman Deb Gillis voting in opposition.

Council expressed a desire to consider the item at a future date when more data was available.

B. Resolution Approving DEP Agreement No. LP44051 between the Florida Department of TAB 7
Environmental Protection and the Village Relating to Funding through the Florida Keys
Stewardship Act

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF
ISLANDS, FLORIDA APPROVING DEP AGREEMENT NO. L044051 BETWEEN THE
STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND
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THE VILLAGE RELATED TO FLORIDA KEYS STEWARDSHIP ACT FUNDING;
AUTHORIZING VILLAGE OFFICIALS TO TAKE ALL STEPS NECESSARY TO
FINALIZE AND IMPLEMENT THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE
AGREEMENT; AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE
AGREEMENT; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

This item was heard at 9:45 p.m.
Village Attorney Roget Bryan read the title of the resolution. Deputy Village Manager and Director of
Finance Maria Bassett presented the staff report recommending approval.

Mayor Jim Mooney opened public comment; seeing none, public comment was closed.

Vice Mayor Chris Sante made a motion to approve. Councilwoman Deb Gillis seconded the motion.
Council voted and the motion passed 5-0.

Agenda Addition:
C. Resolution Authorizing Consent to an Assignment of the Design Build and Operate (DBO) Agreement

Between Islamorada, Village of Islands and Reynolds Water Islamorada, LLC

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF
ISLANDS, FLORIDA APPROVING CONSENT TO AN ASSIGNMENT OF THE
DESIGN BUILD AND OPERATE (DBO) AGREEMENT BETWEEN ISLAMORADA,
VILLAGE OF ISLANDS, AND REYNOLDS WATER ISLAMORADA, LLC;
AUTHORIZING VILLAGE OFFICIALS TO EXECUTE THE CONSENT TO
ASSIGNMENT; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

This item was heard at 9:49 p.m.
Village Attorney Roget Bryan read the title of the resolution and presented the staff report recommending
approval.

Mayor Jim Mooney opened public comment; seeing none, public comment was closed.

Councilwoman Deb Gillis made a motion to approve. Councilman Mike Forster seconded the motion.
Council voted and the motion passed 5-0.

XI. MOTIONS

A. Annual Appointments to Citizens’ Advisory Committees, the Historic Preservation Commission TAB 8
and the Local Planning Agency

This item was heard at 9:54 p.m.
Village Clerk Kelly Toth provided a staff report to Council outlining the requirements pertaining to annual
committee member reappointments.

Each Councilmember stated they were reappointing all of their existing committee members.

Councilwoman Deb Gillis made a motion to reappoint Pete Bacheler and Amy Knowles to the Local
Planning Agency. Vice Mayor Chris Sante seconded the motion. Council voted and the motion passed 5-0.

Vice Mayor Chris Sante stated he was reappointing Myles Milander to the Local Planning Agency (LPA).
Councilman Mike Forster stated he was reappointing Tony Hammon to the LPA. Mayor Jim Mooney stated
he was reappointing Cheryl Culberson to the LPA.
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Councilwoman Deb Gillis made a motion to reappoint Myles Milander, Tony Hammon and Cheryl
Culberson to the Local Planning Agency. Vice Mayor Chris Sante seconded the motion. Council voted and
the motion passed 5-0.

At 9:58 p.m. Councilwoman Deb Gillis made a motion to extend the meeting for thirty minutes. Vice Mayor
Chris Sante seconded the motion. Council voted all in favor and the motion passed 5-0.

XII. MAYOR / COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS

A. Discussion Regarding Consideration of Traffic Calming Devices at the Intersection of Gulfview
Dr. and El Capitan Drive

This item was heard at 6:18 p.m.
Public Works Director A.J Engelmeyer reported that he had installed a traffic counter at the intersection of
Gulfview Drive and El Capitan Drive that would capture the speed, vehicle class and size, time and volume
of traffic. Village Manager Seth Lawless suggested the traffic counter be left in place to collect additional
data and that staff would bring the item back for consideration at a June Regular Village Council Meeting.
Councilman Mike Forster requested the installation of a stop sign on Windley Key between the south end of
the Old Highway and Coconut Cove Resort and Marina. Council discussion ensued regarding costs
associated with speed humps and the success of the new stop signs on the Old Highway on Plantation Key.
Councilwoman Deb Gillis requested the item come back to Council for consideration at the June 22, 2017
Regular Village Council Meeting.

Mayor Jim Mooney opened public comment:
Caren Brinson spoke in support of the Village installing stop signs at the intersection of Gulfview Drive and
El Capitan Drive; and against speed humps due to issues associated with bicycle safety.

Larry Zettwoch spoke in support of the Village installing stop signs due to speeding traffic and safety issues
on Gulfview Drive.

Dave Purdo expressed concern regarding the two entrances from the US-1 Highway to the Old Highway that
were nearest the Montessori school, that did not have stop signs. He recalled various situations that had
presented safety issues for this area.

Van Cadenhead suggested installing a camera on the speed detection trailer to photograph speeders and issue
citations based on the photographic information. Councilman Mike Forster confirmed with Monroe County
Sheriff’s Captain Corey Bryan that citations could not be issued based on speed detection information
obtained from the trailer devices.

Cheryl Culberson spoke in support of installing speed humps on Venetian Boulevard.
Mayor Jim Mooney closed public comment.

B. Discussion Regarding a Resolution Requesting the Florida Department of Transportation
Conduct a Countywide Traffic Study – Councilwoman Gillis

This item was heard at 9:58 p.m.
Councilwoman Deb Gillis explained that Monroe County had drafted a resolution requesting the Florida
Department of Transportation (FDOT) conduct a traffic study that identified the transportation user groups
that utilized the US 1 Highway in Monroe County. The purpose of identifying the user groups was to
determine the origin and cause of various traffic issues. She requested Council support in directing staff to
develop a similar resolution. Council agreed and provided direction to staff to draft the resolution.
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Agenda Addition:
C. Discussion Regarding Letter of Credit for the Florida Keys History & Discovery Center

This item was heard at 10:03 p.m.
Vice Mayor Chris Sante commented regarding the requirement that the Florida Keys History & Discovery
Center (FKHDC) obtain a letter of credit as it related to the recently approved sign variance. He commented
regarding the difficulties associated with acquiring the line of credit and requested Council consider a simpler
method to provide assurance the sign would be removed if FKHDC ever changed locations. Village Attorney
Roget Bryan recited the condition imposed during the quasi-judicial hearing of the sign variance. Council and
staff discussion ensued regarding ideas to simplify the letter of credit; and the process of amending the
conditions and reopening a quasi-judicial hearing. Council directed staff to work on resolving the matter.

D. Discussion Regarding Odor Associated with the Wastewater Pump Station

This item was heard at 10:09 p.m.
Vice Mayor Chris Sante expressed concern regarding odor emanating from the Plantation Key Pump Station
near the courthouse. Village Manager Seth Lawless stated village staff and Severn Trent staff had attempted
to identify the cause of the odor, but had not been able to attribute the source of the odor to anything within
the pump station. Mr. Lawless stated there was approximately 1,000 yards of seaweed within 700 feet of the
pump station that could be the source of the odor. He stated the north Planation Key pump station was
experiencing odor issues due to the media in the air filtration system. He stated staff had installed deodorizer
blocks and were working on replacing the system media. Mayor Jim Mooney requested the Public Works
department allow the Buttonwood bushes to grow tall enough to hide the pump station.

XIII. VILLAGE ATTORNEY / VILLAGE MANAGER COMMUNICATIONS

A. Discussion Regarding Strategic Planning Process – Village Manager

This item was heard at 10:13 p.m.
Village Manager Seth Lawless reviewed his proposed plan for the strategic planning sessions. Mayor
Mooney expressed support for the proposed plan and asked if the Council had questions; there were none.
Mr. Lawless suggested two workshops, a week apart. Council expressed agreement and requested afternoon
meetings, preferably starting no earlier than 3:00 p.m.

Agenda Addition:
B. Legislative Update – Village Attorney

This item was heard at 10:19 p.m.
Village Attorney Roget Bryan provided the following legislative update:

 Federal Update – a $55 million omnibus bill that included environmental infrastructure funding was
being considered. If approved, there was a good chance the Village would receive funding through the
Florida Keys Water Quality Improvement Program, which was administered by the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers.

 Florida Keys Stewardship Act Funding (FKSA)- Agreement was reached to fund the FKSA at $13.3
million for water quality projects; funding was not approved for land acquisition under Florida Forever.

 Water Resources/ Everglades Restoration SB 10- had gone to the Governor for signature.
 Vacation Rentals SB 188 / HB 425- Islamorada and the Keys had grandfathered ordinances which

resulted in a carve-out exemption in the bills, which had thus far protected existing legislation. Because
the carve-out exemption was in danger of being removed, the Village Attorney and the Lobbyists
modified the language of the carve-out exemption to make it more acceptable to the bill’s sponsors. He
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stated it appeared the modified language was accepted and it was hoped the bill would be passed next
week with the carve-out intact.

 Transportation Network Companies/ Ride Sharing (Uber / Lyft) HB 221- had gone to the Governor for
signature.

 Utilities; Wireless Facilities SB 596 / HB 687- SB 596 was passed and had gone to the Governor for
signature. Significant amendments include: restricting the height to no more than ten feet above the
utility pole; unless waived by the local government, the height for a new utility pole was limited to the
tallest existing utility pole located in the right-of-way. If there was not a utility pole within 500 feet of
the proposed location, then the new utility pole could be no taller than 50 feet.

 Towing and Storage Fees SHB 193- had been passed by the full House and had now been referred to
the Senate Rules Committee.

 Public Records SB 80 / HB 163- had passed, which was favorable to local governments. It was sent to
the Governor for signature.

 Homestead Exemption SJR 1774 / HJR 7105- passed the House with a vote of 83-35 to put a
constitutional amendment on the 2018 ballot that would allow homeowners an additional $25,000
exemption on the value of their home. It was estimated by the Florida League of Cities to have a
negative fiscal impact to cities and counties of $752.7 million the first year and growing to $816.8
million by the fifth year.

XIV. ADJOURNMENT

Vice Mayor Chris Sante made a motion to adjourn. Mayor Jim Mooney seconded the motion. The meeting
adjourned at 10:28 p.m.

______________________
Kelly S. Toth, CMC
Village Clerk

Approved by the Village Council this 22nd day of June, 2017.
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ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS
VILLAGE COUNCIL EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES

CASE NO. 07-CA-582-P

Administrative Center and Public Safety Headquarters
86800 Overseas Hwy, 3rd Floor Conference Room

Islamorada, Florida 33036

Thursday, June 1, 2017
3:15 PM

Mayor Jim Mooney called the meeting to order at 3:28 PM. The following Council members were
present on roll call: Mayor Jim Mooney, Vice Mayor Chris Sante; Councilmembers Mike Forster,
Deb Gillis and Cheryl Meads. Also in attendance were Village Attorney Roget V. Bryan, Village
Manager Seth Lawless, Court Reporter Cassie Stephan, and Village Clerk Kelly Toth.

Mayor Mooney made a request to the Village Attorney for advice on the following matter:

PAUL BATES and COCONUT COVE RESORT & MARINA, INC.

v.

CITY OF ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS,

Case No. 07-CA-582-P

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 16TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR MONROE
COUNTY

Mayor Mooney called for public comment.

Magda Bates addressed the Council and requested that the Council help to move the case
forward.

Attorney Jim Lupino stated he was speaking on behalf of Mr. Bates. He stated Mr. Bates wanted
to be present but was unable to do so because he was on a flight to Amsterdam. Mr. Lupino stated
he was brought on to the case approximately six months ago, but had a long history with the
property. He stated that before he filed a Notice of Appearance, which he had not yet done, Mr.
Bates had agreed to make a good faith attempt to resolve the matter. Mr. Lupino stated he had
previously met with Vice Mayor Chris Sante and Village Attorney Roget Bryan and that he had
promised them a response in two weeks following the meeting, however, it was not timely for
several reasons. He stated the Council now had the response before them to consider and that it
included comments by the Litigation Attorney of record, Mr. Lincoln. Mr. Lupino stated he
helped represent Mr. Bates for seven years in his attempts to acquire the property, the rights that
came with the property and to develop the property. He stated that during this process he took the
deposition of the architects and engineers and others involved that had seen the plans for the
property. Mr. Lupino acknowledged the struggle that both sides of the case had experienced and
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restated his intent to resolve the matter. He asked the Council to consider, during their
deliberations, that this was a good faith effort to reach a compromise to end the dispute. Mr.
Lupino stated he would not be present for the next two executive sessions, but that his comments
pertained to all three executive sessions before the Council today.

Mayor Mooney closed public comment.

Mayor Mooney closed the open meeting at 3:34 PM and advised all those present that the Council
was moving forward with a closed attorney/client session in accordance with Florida Statute
286.011.  He estimated that the session would last approximately forty-five minutes, with the
following people in attendance:

a. Mayor Jim Mooney; Vice Mayor Chris Sante; Council members Mike Forster, Deb
Gillis and Cheryl Meads;

b. Village Attorney, Roget Bryan; and

c. Village Manager Seth Lawless.

Mayor Mooney stated that the proceedings would be recorded by certified court reporter Cassie
Stephan, FPR and after all litigation discussed, the transcript would be made part of the public
record. Mayor Mooney requested all individuals not named above leave the room and the
attorney/client session commenced.

The attorney/client session concluded at 4:23 PM, at which time Mayor Mooney reopened the
public meeting and invited members of the public back into the meeting room.

Village Attorney Roget Bryan requested, pursuant to Chapter 286, Florida Statute, another
executive session with a future date certain in the case of Paul Bates and Coconut Cove Resort and
Marina, Inc. v. City of Islamorada, Village of Islands, Case No. 07-CA-582-P pending in the
Circuit Court of the 16th Judicial Circuit in and for Monroe County, Florida.

Councilwoman Deb Gillis offered a motion to adjourn; Vice Mayor Chris Sante seconded the
motion. The meeting adjourned at 4:24 PM.

________________________
Kelly S. Toth, CMC
Village Clerk

Approved by the Village Council this 22nd day of June 2017.
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ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS
VILLAGE COUNCIL EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES

CASE NO. 11-CA-389-P

Administrative Center and Public Safety Headquarters
86800 Overseas Hwy, 3rd Floor Conference Room

Islamorada, Florida 33036

Thursday, June 1, 2017
4:00 PM

Mayor Jim Mooney called the meeting to order at 4:24 PM. The following Council members were
present on roll call: Mayor Jim Mooney, Vice Mayor Chris Sante; Councilmembers Mike Forster,
Deb Gillis and Cheryl Meads. Also in attendance were Village Attorney Roget V. Bryan, Village
Manager Seth Lawless, Court Reporter Cassie Stephan, and Village Clerk Kelly Toth.

Mayor Mooney made a request to the Village Attorney for advice on the following matter:

PAUL BATES AND COCONUT COVE RESORT & MARINA, INC.

v.

ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS
AND

FIRE CHIEF WILLIAM WAGNER, III

CASE NO. 11-CA-389-P

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 16TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR MONROE COUNTY, FLORIDA

Mayor Mooney called for public comment; seeing none, public comment was closed.

Mayor Mooney closed the open meeting at 4:25 PM and advised all those present that the Council
was moving forward with a closed attorney/client session in accordance with Florida Statute
286.011.  He estimated that the session would last approximately fifteen minutes, with the
following people in attendance:

a. Mayor Jim Mooney; Vice Mayor Chris Sante; Council members Mike Forster, Deb
Gillis and Cheryl Meads;

b. Village Attorney, Roget Bryan; and

c. Village Manager Seth Lawless.
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Mayor Mooney stated that the proceedings would be recorded by certified court reporter Cassie
Stephan, FPR and at the conclusion of all litigation discussed, the transcript would be made part of
the public record. Mayor Mooney requested all individuals not named above leave the room and the
attorney/client session commenced.

The attorney/client session concluded at 4:33 PM, at which time Mayor Mooney reopened the
public meeting and invited members of the general public back into the meeting room.

Village Attorney Roget Bryan requested, pursuant to Chapter 286, Florida Statute, another
executive session with a future date certain in the case of Paul Bates and Coconut Cove Resort and
Marina, Inc. v. Islamorada, Village of Islands and Fire Chief William Wagner III, Case No. 11-CA-
389-P pending in the Circuit Court of the 16th Judicial Circuit in and for Monroe County, Florida.

Vice Mayor Chris Sante offered a motion to adjourn; Councilwoman Deb Gillis seconded the
motion. The meeting adjourned at 4:33 PM.

_______________________
Kelly S. Toth, CMC
Village Clerk

Approved by the Village Council this 22nd day of June, 2017.
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ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS
VILLAGE COUNCIL EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES

CASE NO. 4:13-CV-10121

Administrative Center and Public Safety Headquarters
86800 Overseas Hwy, 3rd Floor Conference Room

Islamorada, Florida 33036

Thursday, June 1, 2017
4:15 PM

Mayor Jim Mooney called the meeting to order at 4:34 PM. The following Council members were
present on roll call: Mayor Jim Mooney, Vice Mayor Chris Sante; Councilmembers Mike Forster,
Deb Gillis and Cheryl Meads. Also in attendance were Village Attorney Roget V. Bryan, Village
Manager Seth Lawless, Court Reporter Cassie Stephan, and Village Clerk Kelly Toth.

Mayor Mooney made a request to the Village Attorney for advice on the following matter:

PAUL E. BATES, et. al

v.

ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS,
A Florida Municipality, et.al.,

CASE NO. 4:13-CV-10121

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT, SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

Mayor Mooney called for public comment; seeing none, public comment was closed.

Mayor Mooney closed the open meeting at 4:34 PM and advised all those present that the Council
was moving forward with a closed attorney/client session in accordance with Florida Statute
286.011.  He estimated that the session would last approximately fifteen minutes, with the
following people in attendance:

a. Mayor Jim Mooney; Vice Mayor Chris Sante; Council members Mike Forster, Deb
Gillis and Cheryl Meads;

b. Village Attorney, Roget Bryan; and

c. Village Manager Seth Lawless.
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Mayor Mooney stated that the proceedings would be recorded by certified court reporter Cassie
Stephan, FPR and at the conclusion of all litigation discussed, the transcript would be made part of
the public record. Mayor Mooney requested all individuals not named above leave the room and the
attorney/client session commenced.

The attorney/client session concluded at 4:45 PM, at which time Mayor Mooney reopened the
public meeting and invited members of the general public back into the meeting room.

Village Attorney Roget Bryan requested, pursuant to Chapter 286, Florida Statute, another
executive session with a future date certain in the case of Paul E. Bates, et. al., v. Islamorada,
Village of Islands, a Florida Municipality, Case No. 4:13-CV-10121 pending in the United States
District Court, Southern District of Florida.

Councilman Mike Forster offered a motion to adjourn; Councilwoman Cheryl Meads seconded the
motion. The meeting adjourned at 4:46 PM.

_______________________
Kelly S. Toth, CMC
Village Clerk

Approved by the Village Council this 22nd day of June, 2017.


	05042017_RVCM_Minutes.pdf (p.1-12)
	060117_MINUTES_Bates_315PM_CaseNo_07-CA-582-p.pdf (p.13-14)
	060117_MINUTES_Bates_400PM_CaseNo_11-CA-389-P.pdf (p.15-16)
	060117_MINUTES_Bates_415PM_CaseNo_4-13-CV-10121.pdf (p.17-18)

